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REMARKS BY THE MEC FOR TRANSPORT, COMMUNITYI SAFETY AND LIAISON, 

MXOLISI KAUNDA, AT THE FINAL DEPLOYMENT OF SECURITY FORCES TO 

MONITOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS, DURBAN INN, MONDAY, 1 

AUGUST 2016 

 

 Programme Director; 

KwaZulu-Natal Chief Electoral Officer, Mr Mawethu  Mosery; 

Acting KZN Police Commissioner, Lt General Langa; 

Leaders of political parties; 

Government leaders; 

Senior Management of the SAPS in KZN; 

Members of the SAPS about to be deployed; 

Members of the media; 

 

Thank you for attending this important event this morning which is a testimony to our 

commitment to ensure that people of KwaZulu-Natal cast their votes in an environment 

that is safe and free of any threats. 

 

This important task has been given to the men and women in blue that are in parade 

here today. From the onset we would like to thank them for fulfilling their crucial 

Constitutional obligation - which is to serve and protect all South Africans. Indeed, you 

are in the vanguard of protecting our globally-admired Constitution.  

 

However, you cannot fulfil this Constitutional obligation of yours if we- political leaders- 

do not work flat out to create an atmosphere that is conducive to you performing your 

duties efficiently. 

 

In this regard- and in pursuance of this noble objective of creating a conducive 

environment- the Government of KwaZulu-Natal has worked tirelessly to achieve a 

number of goals. 
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The strategic objective of these initiative have sought  to ensure that we finally shut the 

sad chapter of political violence, the culture of political intolerance and no go areas 

which was undermining our democratic gains. 

 

All our efforts – together with the leaders of political parties and SAPS management in 

KZN- have been directed towards promoting the climate for the holding of free and fair 

elections in KwaZulu-Natal come August 3,  2016. 

 

We have done this in pursuance of our belief that development and progress could only 

occur in the atmosphere that is characterize by peaceful political co-existence, the 

absence of political violence and enhanced social cohesion. 

  

Just to reflect on some of the initiatives we embarked upon to achieve this objective. Let 

me first thank our visionary leaders- especially Premier, Willies Mchunu, for setting up 

the Multi-Party Political Intervention Committee, which I now chair. 

 

Through this body- made out of all political parties- we have been able to manage 

political tensions amicably. Among others, we have successfully intervened when 

political tensions flared up in Ogwini district, in uMtshezi (uThukela district) and hosted 

prayer meetings in several parts of this province. 

 

Apart from the unfortunate and barbaric murder of the councilor candidates for this 

election, the intervention of the Multiparty Political Oversight Committee has contributed 

markedly to political stability in the Province ahead of the forthcoming elections.   

Let me assure you that the police and all law enforcement agencies are working flat out 

to bring to book those responsible for this callous murder of candidates. Those 

responsible for this will surely face the full might of the law. 

However, the entire period building up to Wednesday’s elections have been 

characterized by an atmosphere of understanding and political tolerance. Indeed, this 
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says a lot about the maturity of our fledgling democracy. This, is indeed, a good story 

that we have to sustain. 

For this I would like to thank all the people of KwaZulu-Natal for the encouraging display 

of political maturity.  

Going forward, I appeal to the leadership of all political parties and their supporters not 

to do anything that will seek to undermine the work that has been achieved in the 

province. 

MONITORING AND ENFORCEMENT PLAN 

The Department of Community Safety and Liaison, in partnership with   the law 

enforcement agencies have developed an integrated 2016 Local Government Elections 

Monitoring and Law Enforcement Plan for the Province of KwaZulu-Natal. 

The integrated plan provides for –  

 

 The provision of 170 accredited independent private sector lawyers as a legal 

resource to resolve legal questions and disputes within voting stations on the voting 

day; 

 Monitoring of police deployment and policing on the voting day by departmental 

officials; 

 Monitoring of potential challenges within communities during the election period by 

crime prevention volunteers and community safety structures. 

The Department will further activate all community safety structures like Community 

Policing Forums (CPF), KwaZulu-Natal Community Crime Prevention Association (KZN 

CCPA) to report any potential challenges.  

In addition, the Department of Community Safety and Liaison, have deployed 1300 

crime prevention volunteers throughout the province to work in partnership with the law 

enforcement agencies. 
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Briefly the volunteers will do the following: 

 

 deployment to patrol/be present in the area immediately outside the 

demarcated boundary of the voting station on election days; 

 observing the conduct of all persons (including police) present in the area; 

 assessing whether such conduct amounts to a breach of the Electoral 

Code or in any other way reasonably likely to cause conflict of any nature 

whatsoever; 

 reporting on an hourly basis to the Assistant Managers of the department 

on general status; 

 immediately reporting any emergency to police and Assistant Manager of 

the department. 

Also, a Departmental Central Operational Centre would also be operational at its offices 

for purposes of central coordination, trouble-shooting and reporting to the MEC, SAPS 

and IEC.  

SECURITY IN HIGH RISK VOTING AREAS 

 

Here in KZN there are about 5, 411, 237 registered voters with more than 6 500 voting 

stations. The IEC is deploying more than 50 000 IEC workers.  

 

The SAPS will ensure that there is adequate personnel in 17 clusters with 194 police 

stations.  

 

The SAPS will maintain static deployment in 162 high risk voting stations.  We believe 

this will ensure the prevention of political related violence. 

 

We want the SAPS to ensure that all routes to and from the voting station are safe and 

that escort is provided for IEC sensitive materials such as the ballot papers. There is 

also a contingency plan for natural and man-made disasters.  
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We are also prioritizing the allocation of adequate infrastructure at the voting stations 

inclusive of electricity, lighting, water and ablution facilities. 

 

We can report today the deployment of the following personnel:-  

 

 About  423 members of the Road Traffic Inspectorate 

 About 250 metro police from eThekwini Municipality  

 The Department of Health has deployed 180 personnel from Emergence Medical 

Rescue Services.  

Importantly, we will deploy a total of 14 944 trained SAPS personnel in voting stations 

throughout the province.   

There will be 170 members of the South African National Defence Force who will be on 

standby.  

 

CONCLUSSION 

 Colleagues, in all these initiatives, we are working hand in hand with the National 

Police Minister, Mr Nkosinathi Nhleko and the Acting Provincial PC, General Langa. 

In this regard, we are convinced that we will be able to get security deployment 

commensurate with the security needs on the ground. 

Finally, may I once again call on all stakeholders, political leadership, religious bodies, 

labour, business and civic movement to do all that they could do to ensure that elections 

2016 becomes a resounding success in KwaZulu-Natal 

 We owe it to the people of KwaZulu-Natal and, indeed of South Africa, to discharge 

mature leadership and to clearly demonstrate that, politically speaking, KwaZulu-Natal 

has come off age and has abandoned the dark history of conflict, violence and political 

instability. 

Ends 
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